
HENHAM PARISH COUNCIL 
Minutes of a Council Meeting 
Date: Thursday 2nd June 2016 

Time: 7.30pm 
Venue: OSCA, Henham 

Present: Cllrs N. Baker, G. LeCount, S. Lee, M Fisher, F. Frindle, K. George-Lafferty, District Cllr Gooding 
and Clerk M. Dacey 

 
1. Apologies for Absence Cllrs A. Malins, R.Gleeson, J. Bawden, E. Parr 

 
2. Approval of the Minutes of the Last Meeting 

The minutes of the May 2016 meeting were approved and signed by the Chair. The minutes of the April 
2016 meeting which were approved at the last meeting were signed by the Chair. 
 

3. Matters Arising 
 
4. Reports and Recommendations 

(i) Greens and Village Estate – Cllr. Baker 

1. Village ponds - The pond work for the four main village ponds has been rescheduled for 

November 2016. The trees behind the ponds have now been trimmed back to facilitate the 

work. The pond adjacent to Henleys will be cleared during the summer to make it a feature in 

the village. 

2. Village Ditches - The Parish Council continues to survey the Village ditches. The Parish 

Council has written to Essex Highways about the pipe under the road near Spring Gate Cottage, 

in particular whether it is of adequate size to deal with the water discharge. The following 

response was received from Essex Highways: “…the reference in relation to your flooding enquiry on 

Chickney Road is: 2460386 as Chickney Road is a priority 2 Road (P2) the next routine quarterly inspection of 

Chickney Road is due in May 2016 ; any defects meeting our criteria as set in out in our Maintenance Strategy will be 

risk assessed and prioritised accordingly. For more information on how we carry out regular inspections of the roads 

and how issues are assessed please visit : http://www.essexhighways.org/Transport-and-Roads/Roads-and-

Pavements/Potholes.aspx  .” Work will commence shortly to clear the ditch near Snow Cottage in the 

High Street and clear the pipes under the road. Residents are also reminded not to dump their 

garden waste into village ditches as this acerbates the problem. 

3. Potholes by Toot Toot Bridge – ECC have inspected the road damage and are now 

considering their next action and when – no date given to when work would commence when 

asked. Cllr LeCount to continue to monitor as the holes are getting worse, and will make 

representations to ECC shortly.  

 

4. Greens erosion – The Parish Council continues to carry out a review of the posts placed at 

Woodend Green and place similar posts in other areas of the village where the Greens require 

protection.  Given the potential costs of rolling this out throughout the village, estimates are 

being sought by the Parish Council in order to establish the feasibility of installing the posts. The 

area of damage on the green opposite The Cock Public House will be repaired. 

5. Utility Company damage –The Parish Council continues to liaise with Open Reach in order to 

resolve the matter of reinstating the greens and verges along High Street following OpenReach 

work carried out last December. Sadly another resident has tripped over the deep rut in the 

verge by Snow Cottage. Open Reach have apologised and will escalate the complaint. The 

Parish Council will appoint contractors to carry out the tarmacking over of the grass strip, 

thereby widening the pavement, at the same time as carrying out the ditch work in this area of 

the High Street. 

 

6. Village Furniture – The annual treatment of the village furniture has been completed. 

 

http://www.essexhighways.org/Transport-and-Roads/Roads-and-Pavements/Potholes.aspx
http://www.essexhighways.org/Transport-and-Roads/Roads-and-Pavements/Potholes.aspx


Queen’s 90th Birthday – Village Street Party - Cllr Lee together with Mary Baker are chairing a 

working party to organise the event on Sunday 12th June 2016 1-8pm. Crow Street will be closed 

and there will be a band in OSCA car park with trestle tables positioned along the road with villagers 

bringing their own gazebos and food/drink.. A Children’s entertainer, Timmy Tickle, face painters, 

table/chairs hire have been booked in for the event. A road closure order has now been obtained 

from 12.00 noon until 21.00. See village Noticeboard for details. Decorations for the event have also 

been purchased with a view to being reused at future village events. 

Village Security - It was previously agreed that an excellent booklet on all types of crime 

prevention would be delivered to each household via the Dragon. Cllr Frindle confirmed 200 copies 

would be available free of charge however 600 copies are required in total. The printing costs for 

producing the extra 400 are too high so it was agreed that priority will be given to the older residents 

with a PDF copy being made available via the Henham Website and Facebook.  

Cllr Frindle reported that the abandoned vehicle which has been parked by the village noticeboard 

for some months has now been removed by UDC. The abandoned car in the cemetery has also 

been removed by the owner. Residents are reminded not to use the cemetery as a car park.  

Fly Tipping at Little Henham - Last year there was a problem of regular fly tipping in the River 
Cam, Dark Lane, Little Henham. Signage was put in place at the Little Henham site in February 
2016 but unfortunately there is still an ongoing problem. Cllr LeCount will meet with UDC next 
month to discuss possibility of obtaining funding from UDC for obtaining the best type of camera 
available.  
 
7/7A Stansted – Bishop Stortford Bus Service – Passenger Transport have set up meetings 
around the County to discuss services due to be reviewed in 2017 and where the Cost of 
Passenger Per Journey criteria may put the service at risk.  These meetings have been arranged at 
appropriate venues relating to the services in question and will give stakeholders the opportunity to 
offer comments and suggestions before the formal consultation commences. Cllr Frindle has 
volunteered to attend a meeting at OSCA on 30 June 2016 13.30 – 15.30 in connection with the 
7/7A bus route which serves Henham. 
 
Henham Information Brochure - Cllr LeCount continues to arrange publication of a Henham 

Information Brochure that lists useful services and telephone numbers in and around the Henham 

area. Having liaised with Isobel Brooks and the printers, Cllr LeCount is in the process of editing 

and proofing the Henham brochure with a view to publication with the August issue of the Dragon. 

Defibrillator – A defibrillator has been ordered and should be installed at OSCA soon. A training 

event will be organised after installation. 

Village Hall - With regard to the plans for the Village Hall extension/refurbishment, the Parish 

Council awaits a business case for a Village Hall renovation from the Village Hall Committee. 

Henham Website – Cllr LeCount continues to liaise with Nina and Ray Gaubert to finalise how the 

new website will be structured before contacting the web design company later this month. 

Emergency Plan Review - Cllr Gleeson has updated the Emergency Village Plan which was 

circulated to all Councillors and the UDC for final comment prior to this meeting. Final sign-off is 

awaited from UDC.  

Field View Close Hedge - A resident, Ms Coke, has approached the Parish Council with regard to 
responsibility for reinstating the hedgerow along Chickney Road, where it borders with Field View 
Close. The Parish Council agreed to obtain some estimates for reinstating the hedging in order to 
maintain the rural, countryside feel of the village.  
 
Affinity Water – new reservoir at Debden/Chickney Road – Cllrs Fisher, Frindle and Lee 
attended the presentation by Affinity Water held at Debden on 11 May 2016. Although the work is 
necessary, the impact during construction is unacceptable for Henham. There will be 200 X 10m 
Lorry movements over 9 months but most within the 3 month concrete works, all coming through 
Henham from the airport. The Parish Council have instructed their Transport Consultant and 
continue to consider how best to mitigate the effects this disruption would have on the Village by 



putting together a sound plan to UDC to include access from the north, mix concrete on site, stress 
difficulties around lanes and school. 
 
Allotments – A request to keep livestock in the wooded area of the allotments was refused by the 

Parish Council. The Parish Council wishes to keep the area a natural woodland.  

  (ii) Finance 

 

Receipts 

From Whom Description Amount 

Henham SOV Henham SOV 100 Club April 2015  £344.00 

Henham SOV SOV fundraising £20.00 

Tees Law Greens Access Fees  £250.00 

Tees Law Greens Access Fees £250.00 

HM Revenue & 

Customs 

VAT Reclaim 2015-16 £8,860.89 

 

Expenditure 

 To Whom 

(Invoice no.) 

Description Amount VAT Total 

M. Dacey Clerk’s salary (April salary) £ 328.32 £ 0.0 £ 328.32 

Gardner Planning 

Ltd (020/3) 

Planning Advice re School Lane £450.00 £90.00 £540.00 

Gardner Planning 

Ltd (037.1) 

Planning Advice re ECC Waste Plan £1,200.00 £240.00 £1440.00 

Gardner Planning 

Ltd (039.2) 

Planning Advice re UDC Local Plan £150.00 £30.00 £180.00 

L. Beresford (4) Village signs etc cleaning £40.00 £0.0 £40.00 

CZ Design & 

Print 

Street Party Invitations £36.00 £0.0 £36.00 

JRB Enterprise 

Ltd (15477) 

Poop bags £58.04 £11.61 £69.65 

S.Lee Street party decorations £536.75 £57.26 £594.01 

BT Direct debit village hall telephone and 

broadband (May) 

£39.90 £7.98 £47.88 

P. Knott (58899) Grass cutting 11/5 & 25/5 £820.00 £0.0 £820.00 

Henham Village 

Shop Association 

Post office quarterly fees £1897.00 £0.0 £1897.00 

Luxury Mobile 

Toilet Hire (UK) 

Ltd 

Street Party Toilet Hire (balance) £360.00 £0.0 £360.00 

Treasury Management Investment Policy and Strategy 2015/16 – Nothing to report. 

 (iii) Planning and Developments 

Applications –  

 UTT/16/1256/LB Proposed two storey rear extension with 2 no. rooflights (alternative 

scheme to that approved under Listed Building Consent UTT/15/3797/LB) Datchet Mead, 

Henham 

 UTT/16/1208/HHF proposed demolition of conservatory. Erection of single storey front, side 

and rear extensions, Theydon Lodge, North Hall Road 



 UTT/16/1179/FUL proposed use of land for the stationing of caravans for residential family 

gypsy pitch, together with the formation of hardstanding and utility/dayroom, North Hall Road 

  

Breaches – None reported 

 

Appeals  

 Hill Top Yard (UTT/15/0623) – The hearing date is scheduled for 14th and 15th June 2016 

at 10am at UDC offices in Saffron Walden.  Residents are encouraged to attend the hearing 

to show their support. Cllr Baker attended a conference with Counsel, Planning solicitors and 

Planning Consultant on 20th May 2016 to ensure the Parish Council were ready for the 

hearing on 14/15 June 2016.  

The Parish Council has made a complaint to UDC re effluent discharge at HTY. 

 

 Hill Top Yard (APP/C1570/C/15/3139123) – 15/00068/ENFNOT Appeal of the Enforcement 

Notice to remove portacabin with toilet facilities on the Land approximately and the erection 

of twenty (20) street lights five (5) metres high on the boundary of the land. This Appeal will 

be heard at the same time as the appeal above ie 14th and 15th June 2016. Residents are 

encouraged to attend the hearing. 

 

Decisions- None reported 
 

(iv) Highways 

Speed Limit: (a) Cllr LeCount has been in discussions with The Essex Casualty Reduction Section 

(EPCRS) with regards to obtaining a speed gun and training. To take this project forward the village 

needs a volunteer team of people (minimum 10) who would be interested in attending a short 

training course (venue: OSCA) presented by EPCRS personnel. So far only 2 volunteers have 

come forward. If there are no further volunteers, this initiative will not be able to go ahead and 

speeding will remain a problem in the village. Any residents interested are invited to contact Cllr 

LeCount should they wish to find out more. 

(b) Essex County Council had issued a Public Notice relating to the proposal to reduce the speed 

limit on Chickney Road, Henham to 40mph and Blossom Hill Drive and Fieldview Close to a 20mph 

Zone. ECC are proposing to introduce a 40mph speed limit as 30mph is normally implemented in 

areas that are built up with developments on both sides of the road. Cllr LeCount continues to liaise 

with Essex Highways to reduce the speed limit to 30mph.  

(c) The proposal to move the village signs to before the start of Blossom Hill is being investigated by 

Cllr LeCount with Essex Highways. 

(d) Network Rail are looking to better manage its level crossing assets and the operational risks they 

pose. They have identified 2 level crossings within the parish of Henham: Ugley Lane (CM22 6JD) 

and Elsenham Emergency Hut (CM22 6JL). They will be holding a public consultation in Newport 

Village Hall on 21 June 2016 2-7pm. Further details are on the village Noticeboard and website. 

Footpath 39: Cllr LeCount LC still awaiting an update from ECC and EPC. 

Footpath 7: The official closure of the Henham 7 rail crossing (aka Edges) was on Friday the 13th of 

March 2015, however, a very small part of the Footpath Henham 7 remains open through Julia 

Smith’s property. Cllr LeCount to contact the Uttlesford Ramblers chairman to discuss the closure of 

this small part of the Henham 7. 

5. Proposed Housing Development at Elsenham  

The parties have been asked by the Secretary of State to comment on a recent Court of Appeal 

judgement (March 2016) which is not applicable to the Fairfield appeal which heard in 2014. This 

will of course delay matters and cost even more money on legal fees. The Parish Council has 

instructed its legal advisors to comment on its behalf. The deadline for representations has been 

moved back to 23 June 2016. 



6. Correspondence  

Sent: Received:  

 Planning Applications  - see 4(iii) above 

 Clerk – approximately 250 emails received/processed in May 2016. 

7. Waste and Minerals Development Issues – Nothing new to report 

8. Stop Stansted Expansion – Nothing to report. 

9. Governance – Nothing to report 

10. Neighbourhood / Village Plan  

A copy of the Parish Council’s response to the assessment can be found on the Henham website. 

The Fairfield site has also been taken forward in the new Local Plan and a joint response has been 

prepared with Elsenham, Widdington and Ugley Parish Councils, this response can be found on the 

Save Our Village website.  

11. Henham SOV 100 Club draw Cllr. Fisher – 

May Draw 

Cllr Baker conducted the draw on behalf of the Henham SOV 100 Club. He drew from a black bag 

containing 148 lottery balls. The winning numbers were:  

1st Prize Number 55 (H.Hatt) £259 

2nd Prize Number 41 (G. Cooper) £111. 

Total funds received were £740 half will be paid out in prize money totalling £370 the balance of 

£370 will be paid to Henham Parish Council SOV Funds. 

12. Date of Next Meeting 

The next Parish Council meeting will be held on Thursday 7th July 2016, 7.30pm at OSCA. Note 

there is no meeting in August 2016. 

 

Mareike Dacey, Clerk  


