
HENHAM PARISH COUNCIL 
Minutes of a Council Meeting 

Date: Thursday 1st September 2016 
Time: 7.30pm 

Venue: OSCA, Henham 
 

Present: Cllrs N. Baker, S.Lee, M. Fisher, G. LeCount, J. Bawden, K. George-Lafferty, F. Frindle, D. 
Marshall and Clerk M. Dacey, Dist Cllr R. Gooding 

 
1. Apologies for Absence: Cllr Malins, District Cllrs E. Parr and R. Gleeson 

 
2. Approval of the Minutes of the Last Meeting 

The minutes of the July 2016 meeting were approved and signed by the Chair. There was no meeting in 
August. 
 

3. Matters Arising 
 
4. Reports and Recommendations 

(i) Greens and Village Estate – Cllr. Baker 

1. Village ponds – As regards the forthcoming work on the de-silting of the village ponds, the 

original contractor seems very busy and is difficult to contact which may become an issue as the 

work has to be completed between 1st November and 28th February to meet the requirements 

of Natural England. Cllrs Fisher and Baker will have a meeting with Mark Fiddler to review the 

de-silting process and to decide on the best way forward. The Parish Council agreed to 

undertake an independent ecology report (as required by law).  

2. Village Ditches -The Parish Council has written to Essex Highways about the pipe under the 

road near Spring Gate Cottage, in particular whether it is of adequate size to deal with the water 

discharge. Essex Highways confirmed: “a Highways Inspector attended this site on 26 July 2016 and 

advised that the issues caused were due to a blocked ditch that requires clearing out. Following this advice we have 

now written to the landowner who is responsible for carrying this action out. This should be completed within 28 

days”. Work will commence shortly to clear the ditch near Snow Cottage in the High Street and 

clear the pipes under the road. Residents are also reminded not to dump their garden waste into 

village ditches as this acerbates the problem.  

3. Utility Company damage –The Clerk has completed another online complaints form. 

Subsequently a new form has been forwarded to the Clerk by the Open Reach legal team which 

was completed and returned to Open Reach last month, we await the outcome. The Parish 

Council will appoint contractors to carry out the tarmacking over of the grass strip, thereby 

widening the pavement, at the same time as carrying out the ditch work in this area of the High 

Street. 

4. Parking on the Village Greens – Unfortunately there is a continuing problem with parking on 

the Village Greens. Residents are once again reminded that it is an offence under the Village By 

Laws to park on the Village Greens. If residents plan building work on their homes and consider 

that it is unavoidable that the contractors may have to park on the village greens for a short 

duration, the resident should apply in advance and in writing to the Clerk of the Parish Council 

providing details of the work, the reasons why parking on the greens is necessary and the 

duration of the work. Mr Kettley, a resident of Woodend Green has written to the Council 

expressing concern at the parking of vehicles at the lower part of Woodend Green. Following a 

discussion, it was agreed that Cllr Frindle would approach the owners of the properties where 

illegal parking is a problem, Councillors will also hand out letters to offenders and a note on 

parking will go in the Dragon.  

5. Restoration of damaged Greens -The Council will commence a programme of reseeding 

areas of damaged greens and verges commencing with Woodend Green. The area of damage 

on the green opposite The Cock Public House will be repaired. Mrs Maddox has emailed the 

Chair regarding the erosion of the greens triangle outside Billy’s Farm caused by lorries turning 

and using Sparley Lane. Following a discussion it was agreed to obtain estimates for the 



repairs. Essex Highways provided the following response to the Parish Council’s request to 

install and maintain kerbing at its own cost to prevent verge damage on Crow Street: “Regrettably 

we are unable to fulfil your request and give permission for Henham Parish Council to carry these works out. The 

area is unsuitable for kerbing and we reiterate previous comments that kerbing may not necessarily eradicate the 

parking problem. Ultimately the maintenance of them would remain ECC responsibility as this area forms part of the 

public highway and we do not have the resources for this. We again suggest that you contact the school directly and 

ask if they could inform parents and visitors not to park on the verges near to the school”. Cllr Gooding agreed to 

take this up further with Essex Highways. 

6. It was agreed that damage to the War Memorial by the mower would be repaired at a cost of 

£30. In addition the tree bench near the Cock would be repaired and treated at a cost of £50. 

 

Village Security – Councillor Frindle provided an update on village security and recent crime at 

Woodend Green and on the High Street. Residents are reminded to ensure that their vehicles and 

buildings are secure at all times as we cannot afford to be complacent, even for short periods of 

time. 

Fly Tipping at Little Henham – There have been no further incidents of fly tipping at Little Henham 
however Cllr LeCount still intends to meet with UDC to discuss possibility of obtaining funding from 
UDC for obtaining the best type of camera available.  
 
Henham Information Brochure - Cllr LeCount continues to review a Henham Information Brochure 

that lists useful services and telephone numbers in and around the Henham area with a view to 

publication with the October issue of the Dragon. 

Defibrillator – A defibrillator has been delivered and was installed at OSCA in the recessed area on 

the left of the main doors on 4th July 2016. A “how to use” training session for residents has been 

scheduled for 10 am in OSCA on Saturday 24th September 2016. A volunteer will be required to 

carry out weekly checks and other governance of the machine.  

Village Hall - With regard to the plans for the Village Hall extension/refurbishment, the Parish 

Council awaits a business case for a Village Hall renovation from the Village Hall Committee. 

Henham Website – The website renewal is on 16 October 2016 and Nina Gaubert will no longer be 

able to update the website due to a change in personal circumstances. Cllr LeCount is liaising with 

Nina and Ray Gaubert to finalise how the new website will be structured and will contact the web 

design company.  

Emergency Plan Review - Cllr Gleeson has updated the Emergency Village Plan which was 

circulated to all Councillors and the UDC for final comment prior to this meeting. Final sign-off is 

awaited from UDC.  

Field View Close Hedge – It appears that work has been carried out during the summer to the 
Field View Close hedging. Please could those responsible for the work contact the Clerk as the 
Parish Council would like to thank those involved. 
 
Affinity Water – New reservoir at Debden/Chickney Road –The Parish Council continues to 
consider what steps (if any) it can take to mitigate disruption. 
 
School Parking – The Headteacher has written to the Chair about a continuing problem of parking 
on the corners of Pimletts and Carters Lane. It was agreed that Cllr LeCount will contact Essex 
Highways with regard to installing double yellow lines in this area. 
 
Advertising in Village – Residents are reminded that it is an offence under the Village By Laws to 
display any forms of advertising or signage on the Village Greens. The Parish Council also requests 
that no signs/banners are placed on the railings at the Village Hall. 
 
Local Council Tax Support – The Parish Council discussed its proposed response to the Local 
Council Tax Support Questionnaire as it will need to consider potentially having to make up the 
shortfall based on proposed cut backs to the scheme. 
 



Playground – There has been a suggestion to establish children's play swings on Parish Council 
Land on the Crow St junction with Carters Lane, however, a deed of grant exists which prohibits any 
permanent or temporary structures on this area. The Parish Council supports the idea of a village 
playground and continues to investigate potential sites. 
 
Bonfires – Given the approach of the Autumn season following a dry summer, residents are politely 
reminded to be considerate when having bonfires and are encouraged to use the UDC green waste 
bin service, where feasible. For further information please refer to the UDC website or email 
greenwaste@uttlesford.gov.uk or telephone 01799 510510.  
 
Bus fare increase impacting schools – There has been a recent significant increase in fares for 
public buses serving local pupils attending Joyce Franklin Academy (Newport) and Saffron Walden 
County High School. Cllrs Bawden and LeCount will liaise with the schools and other Councils in 
order try and resolve the issue. There is also a Local Bus Network Review Consultation – deadline 
for this consultation is Wednesday 28th September 2016. Questionnaires are available in the village 
shop, online https://surveys.essexinsight.org.uk/BusConsultation or by phoning 0345 430430.  
 

  (ii) Finance 

 

Receipts 

From Whom Description Amount 

Henham SOV Henham SOV 100 Club July 2016 (June Draw) £381.00 

Henham SOV Henham SOV 100 Club August 2016 (July Draw) £381.00 

Daniel Robinson & 

sons 

Cemetery fees £425.00 

D & J Bishop Reserved Burial plots £400.00 

Daniel Robinson & 

sons 

Memorial plaque £50.00 

 

Expenditure 

 To Whom 

(Invoice no.) 

Description Amount VAT Total 

M. Dacey Clerk’s salary (June salary) £ 328.32 £ 0.0 £ 328.32 

Richard Buxton 

Client Account 

(4016) 

Solicitors fees re HTY £16,166.95 £3,233.39 £19,400.34 

Belfrey Secure 

(151617/HS/CM22) 

Village Shop Security £390.98 £0.0 £390.98 

P. Doughty (93) Village bench repairs £100.00  £0.0 £100.00 

L. Beresford (5) Village Signs cleaning £40.00 £0.0 £40.00 

Candy Chlpaik 

(267) 

War memorial maintenance £70.00 £0.0 £70.00 

Stop Stansted 

Expansion  

Membership renewal fees £250.00 £0.0 £250.00 

P. Knott Grass cutting 6/7 & 20/7 £820.00 £0.0 £820.00 

BT (direct debit) Village Hall telephone and broadband 

(July) 

£39.90 £7.98 £47.88 

M. Dacey Clerk’s salary (July salary) £ 328.32 £ 0.0 £ 328.32 

Henham Village 

Shop Association 

(H00036) 

Village Post Office charges for the 

quarter 11/8-10/11 

£1897.00 £0.0 £1897.00 

mailto:greenwaste@uttlesford.gov.uk
https://surveys.essexinsight.org.uk/BusConsultation


JRB Enterprise Ltd 

(15801) 

Dog Poo Bags £58.04 £11.61 £69.65 

Gardner Planning 

Ltd (039/3) 

Planning advice re UDC Local plan £250.00 £50.00 £300.00 

Pat Doughty (94) Village bench maintenance £90.00 £0.0 £90.00 

Emery Electrical 

Ltd (6608) 

Electrical works for defibrillator 

installation 

£284.53 £56.91 £341.44 

Nick Baker Internal Auditor’s thank you gift £22.00 £0.0 £22.00 

Uttlesford 

Association of 

Local Councils 

UALC annual subscription £25.00 £0.0 £25.00 

Candy Chlapik 

(284) 

War memorial and bus stop garden 

maintenance 

£70.00 £0.0 £70.00 

M Dacey Postage stamps expenses £21.96 £0.0 £21.96 

BT (direct debit) Village Hall telephone and broadband 

(August) 

£39.90 £7.98 £47.88 

Treasury Management Investment Policy and Strategy 2015/16 – Cllr Fisher has conducted a 

review of this policy and confirms compliance following Brexit. A further update will be carried next 

year for the new financial year. 

Henham Parish Council Receipts and Expenditure records for quarter 1 of 2016-2017 financial year 
were checked and signed off by Cllr Fisher. 
 
Annual Return for Henham PC– The annual return continues to be in the process of being 
audited. 
 
It was agreed by the Parish Council to award the Clerk an annual bonus. 
 

(iii) Planning and Developments 

Applications – 

 UTT/16/1764/HHF & UTT/16/1765/LB proposed replacement garage, Poplar Hall, Church 

End 

 UTT/16/1982/HHF proposed erection of detached car port, The Old Stables, Pledgdon 

Green Farm, Brick Road 

 

 UTT/16/1988/FUL Proposed erection of 9 no. detached dwellings, land North of Chickney 

Road, Chickney Road 

 

 UTT/16/0814/FUL Proposed installation of a SUDS pond and swale, land south of School 

Lane, Henham (application amended) 

 

 UTT/16/2264/HHF Proposed double side and rear extension and loft conversion, Freshfield, 

Old Mead Road, Henham 

 

 UTT/16/2324/HHF Proposed Loft conversion & new dormer windows, Clifton House, High 

Street, Henham 

 

 UTT/16/2452/HHF Proposed conversion of garage to habitable accommodation, The Haven 

Carters Lane, Henham 

Breaches – None reported 

 

Appeals  

 Hill Top Yard (UTT/15/0623) –The hearing was held on 14th and 15th June 2016 at UDC 

offices in Saffron Walden. A decision should be made within 4 months from now. 



The Parish Council has made a complaint to UDC re effluent discharge at HTY. 

 

 Hill Top Yard (APP/C1570/C/15/3139123) – 15/00068/ENFNOT Appeal of the Enforcement 

Notice to remove portacabin with toilet facilities on the Land approximately and the erection 

of twenty (20) street lights five (5) metres high on the boundary of the land. Deadline for 

representations was 7 January 2016.This Appeal was heard at the same time as the appeal 

above and a decision should be made within 4 months from now.  

 Appeal (APP/C1570/W/16/3149791) – Notice of Appeal against UDC’s decision to refuse 

proposed erection of 10 no. detached dwellings, land North of Chickney Road, Chickney 

Road (UTT/16/1988/FUL) – deadline for representations to the Planning Inspector 28 

September 2016. 

 

Decisions- None reported 
 
(iv) Highways – Cllr LeCount: 
(a) speed gun and training – Unfortunately this initiative has been withdrawn due to the lack of 

volunteers. 

(b) The proposal to move the village signs to before the start of Blossom Hill continues to be 

investigated with Essex Highways and a response is awaited. 

(c) Cllr LeCount has submitted to ECC changes in GPS road name of North Hall Road to correctly 

Old  Mead Road (the area is from the White House to the Toot Toot Bridge) and a continuation of 

the 40mph speed limit on Old Mead Road to the Toot Toot Bridge. A response is awaited. 

(d) Footpaths 7 & 38: The rights of way personnel at ECC and the Uttleford Rambers chairman have 

been contacted with regard to closing the last small part of the Footpath Henham 7 remaining open 

through Julia Smith’s property to allow for the footpath sign to be removed.  Essex Highways are 

proposing to divert a section of Footpath 38 from its current route within the grounds of the property 

Theydon Lodge to an alternative route around its perimeter utilising an existing field-edge. 

 

(e) Potholes by Toot Toot Bridge – this will continue to be monitored and pursued with Essex 

Highways as the holes are getting worse.  

(f) A resident, Mr Sammonds has written to the Chair requesting Parish Council assistance 

regarding damage done by an out of control car some time ago to the protective metal pipes and 

posts outside his house The White House, Old Mead Road. Cllr LeCount to investigate. 

5. Proposed Housing Development at Elsenham  

The Parish Council has replied to the questions asked by The Secretary of State about the 800 

houses in NE Elsenham. On 26 August 2016 notification of the dismissal of the appeal was 

announced.  

6. Correspondence  

Sent: letter to BT Open Reach claims dept. Received:  

 Planning Applications  - see 4(iii) above 

 Clerk – approximately 200 emails received/processed in July 2016 and 150 emails in August 
2016. 

7. Waste and Minerals Development Issues – The Parish Council have instructed consultants to 

object to the large waste disposal facility planned for the road leading to Elsenham Golf Course. 

8. Stop Stansted Expansion – Cllr Frindle attended the SSE Group Liaison meeting in July 2016. SSE 

encourages residents to use the SSE website complaint form 

http://stopstanstedexpansion.com/noise_complaint_form.asp wherever possible since these 

complaints can be viewed by SSE and are, more importantly, logged. 

9. Governance – Nothing to report 

http://stopstanstedexpansion.com/noise_complaint_form.asp


10. Neighbourhood / Village Plan - The Local Plan continues to take shape with the plan to place 2800 

homes in a one or two new settlements and 1800 homes spread around existing towns and villages. At 

present, following representations from the Parish Council, there are no new allocations for Henham.   

 

11. Henham SOV 100 Club draw Cllr. Fisher – 

July Draw 

Cllr Frindle conducted the draw on behalf of the Henham SOV 100 Club. He drew from a black bag 

containing 152 lottery balls. The winning numbers were:  

1st Prize Number 61 (S Moore) £220 

2nd Prize Number 151 (G LeCount) £106. 

3rd Prize – Christmas Cumulative Bonus Ball £53 

Total funds received were £760 half will be paid out in prize money totalling £379 the balance of 

£381 will be paid to Henham Parish Council SOV Funds. 

August Draw 

Barbara Smith conducted the draw on behalf of the Henham SOV 100 Club. She drew from a black 

bag containing 152 lottery balls. The winning numbers were:  

 

1st Prize Number 61 (A & T Lane) £220  

2nd Prize Number 151 (N Marshall) £106 

3rd Prize Christmas Cumulative Bonus Ball £53 - currently £159 in total.  

 

Total funds received were £760 half will be paid out in prize money totalling £379 with the balance 

of £381 will be paid to Henham Parish Council SOV Funds. Cllr Fisher would like to express his 

thanks to Mr & Mrs Sweeney for their generous donation towards the OAP Christmas Lunch at The 

Cock fund. 

12. Date of Next Meeting 

The next Parish Council meeting will be held on Thursday 6th October 2016, 7.30pm at OSCA.  

Mareike Dacey, Clerk  


